Farmers of Madhya Pradesh Trained in Mass Production of Biocontrol Agents and Sustainable
Pest Management at ICAR-National Bureau of Agricultural Insect Resources (NBAIR),
Bengaluru

Nine farmers from Bhopal, Rajgarh and Vidisha districts of Madhya Pradesh participated in a
six-day training programme conducted from 12—17 October 2026 at ICAR—National Bureau
of Agricultural Insect Resources (NBAIR), Bengaluru, on “Mass Production of Macrobials,
Microbials, Entomopathogenic Nematodes, Pollinators and Pheromone Traps for the Farmers
of Madhya Pradesh.”

Dr. T. Venkatesan, Director, [ICAR-NBAIR, emphasized the importance of biological control
in promoting sustainable agriculture and encouraged farmers to adopt biological control
practices to reduce their dependence on chemical pesticides. Dr. K. Subaharan, Head,
Division of Germplasm Conservation and Utilization, briefed the farmers on various eco-
friendly pest management technologies, including the use of predators, parasitoids, microbial
biocontrol agents and pheromone traps. He also highlighted their role in effective pest
management and promoting environmentally sustainable crop protection practices.

During the programme, the Training Coordinator, Dr. Richa Varshney, provided hands-on
training in the mass production of important biological control agents, including
trichogrammatids, chrysopids and predatory bugs. The farmers also gained knowledge of the
production and application of microbial biocontrol agents, including entomopathogenic fungi,
bacteria and viruses, as well as entomopathogenic nematodes. In addition, they were introduced
to the use of slow-release pheromone formulations for effective pest monitoring and
management. The programme also highlighted the importance of pollinators in improving crop
yield and maintaining ecological balance. The farmers were further familiarized with the
rearing and maintenance of stingless bees and their role in crop pollination.

As part of the programme, Dr. Vasundhara, Senior Scientist, [CAR—National Bureau of Soil
Survey and Land Use Planning (NBSS&LUP), Bengaluru, sensitized the participants to the
importance of balanced fertilizer application and the use of organic manures for maintaining
soil health and promoting sustainable agricultural practices.

As part of the exposure visit, on 16 October 2026, the farmers visited ICAR—Indian Institute
of Horticultural Research (IIHR), Bengaluru, where they learned about improved varieties of
vegetables, fruit crops, medicinal plants and flowering plants. The visit provided valuable
exposure to horticultural crop diversity and improved cultivation practices.

The training programme aimed to strengthen farmers’ knowledge and practical skills in the
mass production and utilization of biological control agents and other eco-friendly pest
management technologies. It sought to promote sustainable agricultural practices and
encourage the adoption of integrated pest management approaches to reduce dependence on
chemical pesticides.



AT FR Iqaue RugwsdT FR e domeT g GENHTAR-TTEv$a),
HF AN IR 7ew w2 & et & v g AT st F 93 s «w
3cUTesT Ud R*F13 fie yaua &1 giRvaTor

ALY GSU & AT, TG Td fafeer forell & &t fhamt & 12 & 17 3eesr, 2026 T
HRAT $Y e IRYSITSET FY He FaeT sgU (ICAR-NBAIR), ST 7 mrafaid
o el gRetvr sfiwa ‘7eg gavr 3 @ 8 Awifaded, AswHfEaed, e N7
ZIPIAT), WEUH UG 1Al ¢9 & §5 YAR ¥ 3cqiger | ot fodn| g8 wiieTor
FAHH F 36T TRl & Al T SITEGIRSE SR &l Fe«T a7 JAd fAF70r vd eemz
e FetT HT WedTed A ATl

IMSHTH-TASUIEHR & foreera st &, dweeret o bz $Y A Fgrar & # Sig =07
F FAgcd W AR &A1 a1 fFaet & TaaAe Hieareeh W HRar &7 & & v 39
fag=or fAferat &l 39 8 YicaTied fohar| STATsH WRAT0T U9 IUANT YHTT F GHE
3. . AR o GTaTarar 1 fafdest GZeRor-31]ehel e Fatel deneiienl, S8 qReTfara,
TGIEY, EASAT Sid 0T hehl dAT BUAT 0 & TR H SAThRT &1l 3egiel JHEr T
TATAROT-3eJehel BEel GI&TT H FoT clehoilehl chl ${fAhT T &1 Fehrer srerT|

gTRIGTUT HIhA & SR YIS Aad® 3. HdaT asufy o csdiAsy, Heafsy
T wRerelt et afed Y Sia fFIF0T FRet & 93 YA I Scdlee Sl ATagiiRe Jfefor
vere haT| fRArEl #T Hie JdTsleleh Hah, Sa] Td fAW0] S gEAshar sta =a=or
HRHI TUT P Adlolelsh FIRAA & 3cdlead Td 3TANT AT STy off & 75| 30h
AR, vl die RET td gete & fav il ifd @ afhg gedh Hgod wa ardl
BUAT BrRE & 3uder @ off aRfRAT aar an| sRiEA J w8 3cue g6l qr
aIRTEUTh Helel =TT TW H WRETOTh! & Heed I eIl STl a47| fohdret @l s g
AYATFEAT & UTelel Td TERETT TUT HHAAl o RET0T H IeTehl HfABT & aX H 87 SaTebry
& S|

ARATT Y Fqaure IR FeT FdeToT vd A 3TAT fAaeiT sgu (ICAR-
NBSS&LUP), SaTefe &1 afitss d=ifeteh ST, aqerT o Gidenfardl &l T Faeed s=v 3@
Uﬁmfﬁqo&ﬁmaﬁqcplqlﬁ*ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ?m%ﬂﬁ
& gfd SeTEs TR

IRIETOT HRIHA & I 16 3FgaR, 2026 HT fhAE o ARAT HY e IRve-
R TR HTHUTT FEATT (ICAR-IHR), Sere[e &1 1Ao7 fhar| 3@ alret fanamat &t
gfeodl td well &1 3eia freaAl, stweir diul qar godher dief & ar & s § oS




ST HHIT ¥ R FF SEERT GEdr $ AfAYdr U9 Sead @dr T Ugiaal FF gAser
H aEr AT

$H GTGTOT FRIHH F 3662T oid IF0T FRA & 93 YA W 3cUed U9 39T adT
3T GITEOT-3(]ohel I Fatiel Tehellohl A AT & SATAGING iRl I TG A AT|
HRAHHA & HIEIH ¥ Thichd Hie Jatal (IPM) &l dgrar 3=, E*ljfﬁq@ﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ
a7 TETfAs HIeARGR TR HIRAT A e & T haer &I gicared fhar I










