
Press coverage of the Cassava Field Day organized on the theme "India’s Success in 

Classical Biological Control of the Invasive Insect Pest, Cassava Mealybug" on 13 

November 2025 at Rasipuram, Namakkal District, Tamil Nadu. 

The ICAR–National Bureau of Agricultural Insect Resources (NBAIR), Bengaluru, organized the 

“Cassava Field Day” in a grand manner on 13 November 2025 at Rasipuram, Namakkal District, 

Tamil Nadu. The event marked India’s remarkable success in the biological control of the cassava 

mealybug (Phenacoccus manihoti) through the introduction of its efficient parasitoid, Anagyrus lopezi. 

The programme attracted more than 500 participants, including farmers, scientists, policymakers, 

and representatives from industries, and showcased how scientific innovation and farmer 

participation together revived cassava cultivation in South India after a devastating pest outbreak. 

The event was graced by the presence of Sh. V. S. Matheswaran, Hon’ble Member of Parliament 

(Namakkal Constituency); Sh. K. R. N. Rajeshkumar, Hon’ble Member of Parliament (Rajya 

Sabha); Dr. V. S. Mathiventhan, Hon’ble Minister for Adi Dravidar Welfare, Government of Tamil 

Nadu; Sh. A. K. P. Chinraj, Ex-MP (Namakkal Constituency); and Dr. Poonam Jasrotia, ADG 

(PP&B), ICAR, New Delhi. Senior officers from the Department of Horticulture and Plantation 

Crops, Department of Agriculture, Government of Tamil Nadu, Central Integrated Pest 

Management Centre (CIPMC), State Agricultural Universities, and Krishi Vigyan Kendras also 

participated in the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

தேசிய தேளாண் பூசச்ிகள் ேள அமைேகை் (NBAIR ) சாரப்ில், ைரேள்ளி ைாவு 

பூசச்ி ஒட்டுண்ணியின் ேயல்வேளி வேற்றி விழா எை்பிக்கள், அமைசச்ர ்

பங்தகற்பு.. https://king24x7.com/local-news-king/-nbair--482287 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

ICAR–NBAIR Showcases Breakthrough in Biological Control of Cassava Mealybug in India | ICAR 

https://share.google/Z5f62j8Sk51s39EtZ 

 


