
ICAR-NBAIR conducts village level farmer’s training at Chintapalli, Andhra Pradesh 

under AICRP-BC tribal sub plan 

ICAR—NBAIR, Bengaluru, under the supervision of Dr. Chandish R Ballal, Director and 

coordination of Dr. M. Nagesh, Pr. Scientist (Nematology) and Dr. A. N. Shylesha, Pr. Scientist 

(Entomology), organized a collaborative training cum input-supply program on Ecologically-safe 

management of rhizome and root rot in turmeric and ginger using biocontrol agents to the farming 

community in the tribal areas of Visakhapatnam with the help of  KVK, Bhagavathula Charitable 

Trust (BCT), Visakhapatnam, under AICRP BC (All India Coordinated Research Project on Biological 

control of crop pests, diseases, nematodes and weeds) – Tribal Sub Plan.  Two hands-on training 

programs were conducted on 4th and 5th September 2018 in Thajangi and G. Madugula villages of 

Chintapalli (Near Visakhapatnam) to empower the farmers cultivating turmeric and ginger in these 

tribal areas on the use of biological means of soft rot and rhizome rot management and the 

resultant benefits in terms of crop, soil and environmental health, preservation of natural bio 

diversity, value addition to the produce etc.  During the training, the farmers were provided with 

package of practices for biological control of the soil and tuber-borne diseases of turmeric and 

ginger using beneficial biocontrol agents viz., Trichoderma viride, T. harzianum, Nematotox, 

Pseudomonas fluorescens etc.  

Dr. Sailaja, Scientist In-charge explained the role of KVK BCT, Vishakhapatnam in promotion 

of organic agriculture in tribal areas. The SMSs from KVK BCT, Dr. Nagendraprasad and  Dr.Subba 

Reddy explained the techniques and application methods involving Trichoderma and nematotoxic 

formulations for seed, protray, transplant and post-plant treatments. Enrichment of farmyard 

manure, vermicompost and oil cakes with biocontrol agents were also demonstrated with the help 

of the subject matter specialists from KVK BCT. 

As a part of AICRP BC-TSP program, Dr. Chandish R Ballal, Director, NBAIR and Sri Ram 

Murthy, Chairman, BCT, Vishakhapatnam distributed WP and liquid formulations of these bioagents 

to 125 farmers (tribal beneficiaries) including 50 beneficiaries from Thazangi and 25 from G. 

Madugula. Dr. Chandish R Ballal suggested that NBAIR would offer technical help and training in 

establishing start-ups in production of macrobial and microbial biocontrol agents to KVKs, BCT, 

Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) for the benefit of youth, women and artisans in these tribal 

areas.  



Director ICAR-NBAIR chaired the meeting with scientists, KVK in charge and village heads 



 



 


